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The United bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are at the heart of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015. They are the blueprint 

for all developed and developing countries to tackle the global challenges, starting from ending poverty 

and eliminating all deprivations, providing equal access to resources by all, spurring economic growth 

fighting climate change and preserving the land and the sea. 

Universities have a unique role in creating and disseminating knowledge, yet as one of the leading 

universities in Turkey, METU extends its mission to cover community service as well as education and 

research. The true societal impact of a university lies where these three mission components intersect 

and overlap. METU aims to fulfill all SDGs through research, teaching and outreach activities, sustainable 

campus operations and collaborations with the stakeholders. 

Middle East Technical University in Turkey is setting the example by putting sustainability at the core of 

the institution. In fact, just recently, METU established a Sustainable Campus Executive Board and in 

December 2020 introduced the METU sustainability website (http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en) 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ 

In addition, ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ aƻŘǳƭŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ό!±9{T{ύ ŀǎ ŀ 

platform to improve the impact level and international visibility of activities such as publications, projects, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ a9¢¦Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ to SDGs. 

 

 

METU Avesis Sustainability Module can be accessed at: https://avesis.metu.edu.tr/surdurulebilirlik/ 
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End Poverty in all its Forms Everywhere 
 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal1 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

METU assists the start-up of sustainable businesses, in local and national scale, through relevant 

education or resources (e.g. mentorship programs, training workshops) offered by METU Teknokent.  

(https://odtuteknokent.com.tr/tr/programlar/girisimcilik.php) 

 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT 

In Turkey, the existence of a centralized selection and admission system (https://www.osym.gov.tr/) 

does not allow the universities to specifically target to admit low household income groups for 

undergraduate education. For admission to graduate programs, the selection is based on academic 

qualities rather than background. The selection and admission processes are carried out transparently. 

 

 

 

In Turkey, public universities are free of charge for undergraduate study. However, universities can 

support students from low-income groups after admission through a number of scholarships and 

financial support, such as for food and housing. 

Scholarship opportunities are listed in the following link: https://adayogrenci.metu.edu.tr/ankara/burs- 

olanaklari 

METU  ά!/!59aL/  FREEDOM,  INTEGRITY,  INCLUSIVENESS  and  9v¦![L¢¸έ  

Policy ensures the inclusion of low income students by monitoring άǘƘŜ acceptance, success and completion rates 

of those students from the lower quartile income groups, people with disability, and other disadvantaged 

groups and continue financial and other support (such as mentorship and advisership) for their ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ 

and taking άŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ action in application and acceptance of international students from low and middle low 

ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦέ (http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies) 
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METU MD Marathon Working Group ran in the N Kolay Istanbul Marathon on Sunday, November 6, 

2022 for scholarships for METU students. 

https://www.odtumd.org.tr/arsivler/12647 

Assistance for electronic equipment needs 

With the opening of schools and the start of classes, the METU Alumni Association is donating unused 

electronic devices that are in working condition or can work with minor maintenance and repair to 

students in need. 

https://www.odtumd.org.tr/arsivler/12597 

 

Financial support for students of Turkish Nationality is listed here: 

http://oidb.metu.edu.tr/en/node/266 

 

The Directive for Scholarship and Financial Support is made public in the following link (in Turkish):  

https://oidb.metu.edu.tr/en/node/170 

 

Only students placed in temporary dormitories by Ankara Metropolitan Municipality can view Student-Friendly 
House Rental Portal" has been put into effect. https://ogrencievi.ankara.bel.tr/ 

 

In addition to food and housing support, transportation within the campus is offered free and on a 

regular basis. For public transport, Ankara Metropolitan Municipality offers student discounts in subway 

and bus services:   

https://www.ego.gov.tr/tr/haber/5444/buyuksehirden-odtuye-ucretsiz-ring-servisi-basladi 

 

For international students, Tuition Fee Exemption and other scholarships and supports are shared at 

https://iso.metu.edu.tr/en/scholarship-opportunities/ 
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End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture. 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2 
 
 

HUNGER ON CAMPUS 

METU offers a variety of food options for students and staff. The meals are offered at low prices, as low 

as 6 TRY per meal (https://kafeterya.metu.edu.tr/index.php?sayfa=fiyatlar&durum=tabldotfiyat) in 

university operated cafeteria. For low-income students, food support is also available. 

- In 2019, 1,350 students received 783,000 TRY. 

- In 2020, 1,343 students received 778.940 TRY. 

- In 2021, 1851 students received 881.000 TRY. 

- In 2022, 1300 students received 1.558.656 TRY. 

The daily menu is announced at https://kafeterya.metu.edu.tr, with price and nutrition information in 

order to help students maintain a health and well-balanced diet. Vegan and vegetarian food options are 

also included. 

Food purchases are made in accordance with the Public Procurement Law (No. 4734) and Turkish Food 
Codex Regulation, as well as relevant Turkish Standards Institution (TSE) Standards. All suppliers are 
required to fulfill ISO 22000 standards. Purchases prioritize local sustainable suppliers, as allowed by 
legal and technical restrictions. 

 
 

 
 

 

Ankara metropolitan municipality's hot meals for students continue at 5 locations. 

 
Ankara Metropolitan Municipality continues to provide university students with a daily 4-course hot meal. The 
number of locations where meals are served has increased to 5 with the addition of METU. The Department of 
Social Services delivers hot meals to uƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ DŀȊƛ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ IŀŎƤ .ŀȅǊŀƳ ±Ŝƭƛ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
.ŜǒŜǾƭŜǊ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƤƭŘƤǊƤƳ .ŜȅŀȊƤǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 9ǎŜƴōƻƐŀ ŀƴŘ 4ǳōǳƪ Y¸Y ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мпΦол ŀƴŘ мтΦол 
on weekdays, and at METU A4 Entrance between 13.00 and 16.00 on weekends. 

 

METU Sustainable Food Policy 
METU also commits to ensure to provision of affordable, nutritious, and healthy food choices (including 
vegan and vegetarian menus) across all the outlets. 
By revising its procurement guidelines, METU is also committed to ensure all food consumed within the 
Campus, to the extent possible within the budgetary constraints, is produced using sustainable methods 
(whether from sea or land, including the conditions of the workforce who are involved in the production) 
and from the local producers. This commitment extends to all outlets (including those owned by the third-
party sellers) and to suppliers. 
(Accessible at: http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies) 

https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal2
https://kafeterya.metu.edu.tr/index.php?sayfa=fiyatlar&durum=tabldotfiyat
https://kafeterya.metu.edu.tr/
http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies


6 
 

1 
htt
ps:/
/th

ά 

 
 

https://www.ankara.bel.tr/haberler/abb-nin-ogrencilere-sicak-yemek-ikrami-5-noktada-devam-ediyor-16063

https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://www.ankara.bel.tr/haberler/abb-nin-ogrencilere-sicak-yemek-ikrami-5-noktada-devam-ediyor-16063


7 
 

1 
htt
ps:/
/th

ά 

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3 
 
 
 

 

HEALTH ON CAMPUS 

Sports facilities 

 

 

 

Organized regularly every year on October 29th to celebrate the founding of our Republic, the "Republic 

Run" is a huge event that brings together current students and staff, alumni and many sports 

enthusiasts from Ankara. 

 

METU sports facilities (gymnasium and pool) are shared on a paid basis with the public 

(http://spormd.metu.edu.tr/en/) 

 

Pool membership for guests: https://hm.metu.edu.tr/en/guest-member 

 

 

METU Gymnasium: https://www.metu.edu.tr/sports-facilities 

 

Lake Eymir presents a recreational and sports area for the local community, entrance is free and open 

for all visitors. 
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Mental health support 
METU Medical Center offers free mental health support for students. https://srm.metu.edu.tr/en 
METU Clinical Psychology Unit offers psychological evaluation and psychotherapy services to students 
on a paid basis (https://ayna.metu.edu.tr/hizmetler) 
 

 

 

HEALTH OUTREACH 
Current collaborations with health institutions 
Collaboration regarding development and commercialization of innovative health products and projects, 
https://www.baskent.edu.tr/tr/haberler/saglik-ve-egitim/turkiyenin-onde-gelen-universitelerinden- 
odtu-ve-baskent-saglik-sektoru-icin-ortak-hareket-edecek/5 ǿƛǘƘ .ŀǒƪŜƴǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ 

 

άbŜǿ hǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ 5ŜǾƛŎŜ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅέ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ 

Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Institution 
https://www.titck.gov.tr/haber/tibbi-cihaz-sektorunde-yeni-acilimlar-toplantisi-25112019163433 
 

Health outreach programs 
METU Community engages in various sorts of ad hoc and programmed outreach programs and projects 
in the local community to improve health and wellbeing in the wider community. Ad hoc programs 
include faculty participation in and organization of seminars on nutrition, sports, exercise, and other 
health and well-being related topics. Programmed activities include annual student society events, 
student volunteering programs listed below: 

 

¶ Information on how to communicate to individuals with leukemia, autism, down 

syndrome, and cerebral palsy LODOS Student Society  

¶ (http://lodostoplulugu.com/) 

¶ Talking About Disability METU without Disability Student Society 

(https://eot.metu.edu.tr/) 

 

METU Smoking Policy 

Every member of the METU community is expected to make responsible choices regarding tobacco 

smoking. The smoking can affect individuals and those around with detrimental consequences. At METU, 

we expect from everyone to engage and contribute a healthy and safe educational environment that 

plays a key role in supporting each student to reach their full academic potential. We value the health 

and well-being of every member of our community. 

METU commits to the fulfilment of its obligations regarding the implementation of prohibitions and 

taking institutional measures in accordance with the Law on the Prevention of Harms of Tobacco 

Products (4207/2008) (http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies). 

https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://srm.metu.edu.tr/en
https://ayna.metu.edu.tr/hizmetler
https://www.baskent.edu.tr/tr/haberler/saglik-ve-egitim/turkiyenin-onde-gelen-universitelerinden-odtu-ve-baskent-saglik-sektoru-icin-ortak-hareket-edecek/5
https://www.baskent.edu.tr/tr/haberler/saglik-ve-egitim/turkiyenin-onde-gelen-universitelerinden-odtu-ve-baskent-saglik-sektoru-icin-ortak-hareket-edecek/5
https://www.titck.gov.tr/haber/tibbi-cihaz-sektorunde-yeni-acilimlar-toplantisi-25112019163433
http://lodostoplulugu.com/)
https://eot.metu.edu.tr/
file:///C:/Users/odtu/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/(http:/sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies)
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OUTREACH 

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities 

for all. 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4 

 

Lifelong learning access policy 

a9¢¦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ tƭŀƴ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ мн ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ a9¢¦Ωǎ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

experience for the wider ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ benefit. This involves making public activities widespread, and accessible 

for all regardless of gender, race and income level (Strategic Goal 12.1) and creating free online content 

accessible by all (Strategic Goal 12.3). 

METU Strategic Plan is accessible at http://sp.metu.edu.tr/system/files/odtu_sp_2018_11_01.pdf 
 

OPEN METU 

Institutional academic archives are structures that enable universities to compile, store and protect their 

knowledge resources on a digital platform, allowing open access in line with copyright laws and 

international standards. These structures enable institutions to manage their own knowledge resources, 

evaluate their potential, and contribute towards interdisciplinary studies by increasing academic visibility. 

Allowing researchers open access to the scientific knowledge produced by others, within an ethical 

framework, is of great importance for scientific progression. The open access system is a structure that 

supports and facilitates one of the primary purposes of universities: the provision on national and 

international platforms of new products and services resulting from their research. OpenMETU, created 

within this scope, aims to provide Internet access to the scientific information produced by METU, 

without any financial, legal or technical obstacles. 

The METU postgraduate electronic thesis archive has provided open, digital access to all postgraduate 

and doctoral theses completed since its launch in 2003 by the Department of Library and Documentation. 

The METU postgraduate electronic thesis archive system is the first open access system in our country. 

OpenMETU, enriched with its research data, software products, articles, book chapters, conference 

papers and presentations, is built on this structure. 

https://open.metu.edu.tr/about 
 

Open Courseware 

METU offers free online courses under a number of headings. Courses are available at 

https://www.youtube.com/c/METUOpenCourseWare/playlists free of charge. 
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Screenshot from https://ocw.metu.edu.tr/ 

 

Bilge-Tǒ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

Bilge-Tǒ is a self-paced learning platform implemented with support from the European Union and the 

Republic of Turkey. As of October 17, 2017 the project has been successfully completed and currently 

continues to offer online courses. By the beginning of 2020, there were 162 thousand registered users 

to the platform, and a total of 101 thousand electronic certificates are awarded to those who 

successfully complete the modules. 

Screenshot from https://bilgeis.net 
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Public events (lifelong learning) 

The Continuing Education Center (CEC) held a total of 55 seminars in 2021, 41 of which were contracted 

and 14 were open to general participation, reached 2,932 people. The list of open seminars is presented 

below: 

 

 
Title Department 

Duration 
(hours) 

Number of participants 

1 
Construction project management 
certificate program 

Civil Engineering 36 12 

2 
Construction project management 
certificate program 

Civil Engineering 36 11 

 
3 

Qualitative data analysis and 
visualization with MAXQDA 

Mathematics and 
Science 
Education 

 
10 

 
7 

4 Introduction to editing 
Turkish 
Literature 

20 39 

5 Introduction to editing 
Turkish 
Literature 

20 37 

6 Exposure to virtual reality CEIT 8 4 

7 
Construction project management 
certificate program 

Civil Engineering 36 21 

8 
Evaluation of research outcomes 
through bibliometric methods 

Informatics 
Institute 

20 17 

9 
Information technologies certificate 
program (3) 

Computer 
Engineering 

84 147 

10 Technological innovation management TEKPOL 24 33 

11 
Information technologies certificate 
program (4) 

Computer 
Engineering 

84 144 

12 
Scanning electronic microscope 
theoretical training 

Central Lab 18 21 

13 
Wind energy and turbine technology 
basic education 

METUWIND 23 24 

14 
Information technologies certificate 
program (1) 

Computer 
Engineering 

84 184 

 

METU Center for Society and Science also hosts numerous visitors activities throughout the year. 

Activities in the exhibition area are carried out in 5 different venues. These; ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ and Technology History 

Exhibition ό.¢¢{ύέΣ ά/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ Automobile Exhibition όYh{ύέΣ ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ Center ό.aύέΣ ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ό.!ύέ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ άhǇŜƴ !ƛǊ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ό!I{ύέΦ https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/ 
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METU Center for Society and Science also hosts numerous ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ activities throughout the year. In 

2021, a total of 11.149 visitors attended the activities that took place in /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ five different facilities 

(https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/). 

 

Education outreach activities beyond campus 

METU Science Communication Group (https://big.metu.edu.tr/) hoists a number of events including: 
- a9¢¦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ /ŀŦŞ (https://bilimkafe.metu.edu.tr/) 
- Science meets Art (https://big.metu.edu.tr/bilim-ve-sanat-bulusuyor/) 
- Household Science (BIlimin en hali) (https://big.metu.edu.tr/bilimin-ev-hali/) and 

(https://www.trtizle.com/belgesel/bilimin-ev-hali) 
- Scientists Podcast series (https://big.metu.edu.tr/bilim-insanlari-podcast-serisi/) 
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Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5 
 
 
 

Policy for women participation 

METU has a policy addressing women's applications, acceptance/entry, participation and progress at the 

university: 

https://citob.metu.edu.tr/system/files/odtu_toplumsalcinsiyetesitligi_ilke_ve_stratejiler_belgesi.pdf 

https://ak.metu.edu.tr/tr/system/files/metu-gep_2021.pdf 

 

The application and acceptance rate of female students to graduate programs are measured and recorded 

by respective programs and institutes. The success and completion rate of all students are also tracked in 

accordance with the METU ACADEMIC FREEDOM, INTEGRITY, INCLUSIVENESS and EQUALITY Policy 

(http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies). 

 

METU Institutional Development and Planning Office tracks women's likelihood of graduating compared 

to men's, to warn the relevant units and administration for any significant gaps. The data is shared in the 

institutional reports (in Turkish) at http://kgpo.metu.edu.tr/tr/stratejik-ve-mali-yonetim-belgeleri. 

 

METU provides women's access schemes in the form of mentoring and scholarships. The alumni network 
(https://odtum.network/) as managed by the Alumni Office (https://mezun.metu.edu.tr/) helps students 
to connect to more experiences alumni to provide mentorship (https://odtumist.org/burs/mentorluk/)/ 
and https://ogem.metu.edu.tr/. 

 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ 

METU encourages applications by women in subjects where they are underrepresented through 

ongoing collaborations with different stakeholders including European Union 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT7ZPohxSZU), community groups 

(https://www.instagram.com/p/CGHqEJRH6DX/) and university outreach in the form of promotion of 

programs where women are underrepresented with a focus on gender prejudice. 

Proportion of women receiving degrees 
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  Some of the events organized 
 

 
 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŘŜǊ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀ Ϧ²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ [ŀōƻǊ CŀƛǊϦ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ±ƛǒƴŜƭƛƪ 
Facility for the benefit of the Association's Scholarship Fund. 
In addition to the exhibition and sale of the products of women producers, the fair also featured talks and music 
concerts. 
 
https://www.odtumd.org.tr/arsivler/12535 
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Gender and Memory: In the symposium, talks titled "Similarities and Differences between Generations in the 
Development of Autobiographical Memory: First Memories of Women of the Same Family" and "Gender, 
Violence and Remembrance". 

 

https://gws.metu.edu.tr/tr/duyuru/hasan-unal-nalbantoglu-sempozyumu-ix-zaman-ve-bellek 

 

Also listed are events organized by the Gender Studies Society: A talk on "Women's Poverty",  
Seminar on "What We Can Do Legally When We Face Violence", ! ƳƻǾƛŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ϧ!ŀŀƘƘ .ŜƭƛƴŘŀϦ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ !ǘƤŦ 
¸ƤƭƳŀȊ 

 

Maternity and paternity policies 

Maternity and paternity policies are regulated by relevant laws, which does not allow public universities 

(as state institutions) to exercise any practice outside the law. Civil Servants Act 657 allows for a 16- 
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week maternity leave and the Labor Law 4857 Article 35 allows for a 10-day paternity leave. 

The application procedure for maternity and paternity leave can be accessed at 

https://pdb.metu.edu.tr/tr/dogum-izni-islemleri/. 

 

Childcare facilities 

METU provides paid childcare facilities for students, staff and faculty. The website of METU Pre-school 

is accessible at https://yuva.metu.edu.tr/ 

 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ 

 
METU provides women's access schemes in the form of mentoring and scholarships. The alumni network 
(https://odtum.network/) as managed by the Alumni Office (https://mezun.metu.edu.tr/) helps students 
to connect to more experiences alumni to provide mentorship (https://odtumist.org/mentorluk/)  and 
https://ogem.metu.edu.tr/. 
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Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

 

 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal6 

 
 

On-Campus water usage and care 
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Wastewater treatment 

Municipalities Law No. 5216 dictates municipalities to undertake sewerage services for all those within 
their boundaries. The sewerage in METU is treated technically for reuse in the ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ own facilities than 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ !ƴƪŀǊŀ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŜǿŜǊŀƎŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ό!{YLύ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
activated sludge process is employed. 

 

 

 
!{YTΣ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǎƭǳŘƎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ !ƴƪŀǊŀ όhttp://www.aski.gov.tr/TR/ICERIK/Atiksu- 

Aritma/30). 
 

 
 

Water Recycling Plant (taken from Google Earth)
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Water reuse policy 

As part of the METU Platform for Advanced Research on Renewable Energy, Ecosystem and Sustainability 
(YESAP) study (BAP-08-11KB2014K120600-2) 

- Rainwater Management: With the employment of Stormwater Management Model (SWMM) the 
potential use of green roofs, rain barrels (for rainwater harvesting), rain gardens and permeable 
concrete (on roads and parking lots), a plan to prevent rainwater runoff was formulated. 

- Water management: The water for Ankara Campus is exclusively sourced from three wells near 
Lake Eymir. As a pilot application, the wastewater of METU Teknokent and the lodgments are 
refined in membrane facilities within the campus to use for irrigation. 

 

 

 
 

Recycled water used in irrigation 
 
 

Water in the community 
METU Science Communication Group organized "Reflecting on Water" Photography Contest for World Water Day. 
https://big.metu.edu.tr/reflecting-on-water-fotograf-yarismasi/ 
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Water management educational opportunities 

DŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ YΦ YƻǊŀȅ ¸ƤƭƳŀȊΣ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƛƴ ¢w¢ wŀŘƛƻΩǎ Ϧ±ƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜϦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 
for the World Water Day. He gave information about water resources, water problems and the work done in our 
country to solve these problems (https://soundcloud.com/user-3519291/dunya-su-gunu-22032019-doc-dr-koray-
k-yilmaz) 

 

Promoting conscious water usage 

Between 2014-17, within the framework of METU Platform for Advanced Research on Renewable Energy, 
Ecosystem and Sustainability (YESAP), a study was carried out (BAP-08-11KB2014K120600-2) to evaluate 
a9¢¦Ωǎ environmental performance an investigate the application possibilities for rainwater, sewerage and 
solid waste management. 
Rainwater Management: With the employment of Stormwater Management Model (SWMM) the 
potential use of green roofs, rain barrels (for rainwater harvesting), rain gardens and permeable concrete 
(on roads and parking lots), a plan to prevent rainwater runoff was formulated. 
Water management: The water for Ankara Campus is exclusively sourced from three wells near Lake 
Eymir. As a pilot application, the wastewater of METU Teknokent and the lodgments are refined in 
membrane facilities within the campus to use for irrigation. 
The installation of smart water meters: In order to uncover water consumption and losses, smart water 
meters were installed to a number of locations, including dormitories, and water consumption was actively 
monitored throughout the life of the project. The findings revealed that behavioral and infrastructural 
modifications are necessary to achieve water management within the campus. 

Through the use of well water extracted from Bursal wells and Lake Eymir, which became usable as a 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ a9¢¦ [ƛƳƴƻƭƻƎȅ [ŀōΩǎ ōƛƻ-manipulation program explained below, METU helps off-campus 

water conservation. 

METU Ankara Campus hosts Lake Eymir, which is a part of Eymir - Mogan Watershed consisting of two 
consecutive lakes along the line of Ankara ς Hatip Stream. Up until 1997, Lake Eymir was largely polluted 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ DǀƭōŀǒƤΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ just outside Ankara. With the collaboration of Ankara 
Water and Sewer Authority and METU Limnology Laboratory, the ecological monitoring of the watershed 
has begun and a facility to treat wastewater was installed. For the healing of the aqua system of Eymir, a 
plan involving biomanipulation (eliminating the unwanted alien species from the lake) has been initiated. 

https://www.metu.edu.tr/system/files/eymir_golu.pdf 
 

άaƻƎŀƴ-Eymir Lake Sub-Basin Protection Action tƭŀƴέ is still effective in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry General Directorate of Water Management. 

(https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/SYGM/Sayfalar/Detay.aspx?SayfaId=7) 

 

Cooperation on water security 

The following are the examples of ongoing projects, on water security. 

Flow Estimation and Basin Optimization Model 

The Evaluation of Water Energy Food Nexus in Sakarya Watershed 

Paralleling and Optimizing Hash Function Algorithms 
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https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal7 
 
 
 

 

University measures towards affordable and clean energy 

METU 2018-22 lays the groundwork for renovations in the existing building stock and the construction 

of new buildings. 

Smart building applications are embraced in the renovations and new constructions. The construction of 

METU Campus began in late 1950s, becoming a landmark of modernist architecture in the years to come. 

The buildings in the original plan are conserved, while getting equipped with energy efficient applications, 

such as LED lighting fixtures, automatic climate control systems, motion sensor operated lights, energy 

efficient electronics (computers, monitors and accessories) and appliances (A/C units, dishwashers etc.). 

 

New buildings are designed and constructed in accordance with smart building principles to save energy. 

Shielding adjustments and the use of natural light in indoors are most commonly used elements, in 

addition to the use of energy efficient applications. The list of newest additions to METU Campus building 

stock are listed below. 

!ȅŀǎƭƤ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΥ  

http://www.ayasligroup.com/en/responsibility/odtu-ayasli-research-center 

MATPUM  

https://www.venesco.com.tr/odtu-matpum 
http://www.emo.org.tr/ekler/60381704cad1744_ek.pdf?dergi=520%22%20target= 

 

a9¢¦ ¸ǸƪǎŜƭ tǊƻƧŜ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳΥ  

http://www.arkiv.com.tr/proje/odtu-yuksel-proje-amfisi/10324 
 

METU Faculty of Education Annex Building: 

http://www.arkiv.com.tr/proje/orta-dogu-teknik- universitesi-egitim-fakultesi-ek-

binasi/11319 

 

METU MODSIMMER Building:  

http://www.arkiv.com.tr/proje/odtu-modsimmer-modelleme-ve- simulasyon-arastirma-ve-

uygulama-merkezi/1587 

 

METU 2018-22 Strategic Plan, Goal 17.1 outlines the principles for renovation of existing buildings and 

construction of new ones. 
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The list of buildings with smart elements in METU Campus 
 

 
 

No. 

 
Name 

Building Area 
όƳчύ 

 
 

No. 
Name Building Area 

όƳчύ 

 
1 

 
YTM Matpum 

 
2,000 

 
11 

 
¢ŀǎŀǊƤƳ CŀōǊƛƪŀǎƤ 

 
1,216 

 
2 

 
!ȅŀǎƭƤ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

 
3,200 

 
12 

 
TAI AR-D9 ōƛƴŀǎƤ 

 
4057 

 
3 

 
Matpum Annexe Building 

 
1,100 

 
13 

 
Milsoft Building 

 
7,300 

 
4 

 
Telekom Ar-DŜ .ƛƴŀǎƤ 

 
15,727 

 
14 

 
¸ǸƪǎŜƭ tǊƻƧŜ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ 

 
5,200 

 
5 

 
SATGEB 

 
25,882 

 
15 

Faculty of Education Annex 
Building: 

 
6,600 

 
6 

MET Tesisleri(A-B-D-E Blk- 
.T[Taύ 

 
40,336 

 
16 

Graduate Students Guest 
House 

 
11,870 

 
7 

 
Titanyum Blok 

 
6,587 

 
17 

 
Tǎŀ 5ŜƳƛǊŀȅ 5ƻǊƳΦ 

 
7,000 

 
8 

 
TƪƛȊƭŜǊ .ƛƴŀǎƤ 

 
8,275 

 
18 

 
19th Dorm 

 
14,000 

 
9 

 
Galyum Blok 

 
13,968 

 
19 

 
hǎƳŀƴ ¸ŀȊƤŎƤ DǳŜǎǘ IƻǳǎŜ 

 
2,500 

 
10 

 
Silikon Blok 

 
10,300 

 
20 

METU MODSIMMER 
Building 

 
10,500 

 

METU 2018-22 Strategic Plan, Goal 17.3 outlines the principles for renovation of existing buildings. 

METU SP 2018-22 is accessible at http://sp.metu.edu.tr/system/files/odtu_sp_2018_11_01.pdf 
 

Carbon reduction and emission reduction process 

METU 2018-22 Strategic Plan, Goal 17.2, aims to lower energy consumption, hence reduce the carbon 

footprint by altering the on-campus transportation system. 
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In METU, annual energy consumption is monitored and reduced by using energy efficient practices. 

 
Electricity usage per year (in kilo watt hour) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Energy wastage identification 

The university performs regular checks energy consumption levels at the campus level, and for individual 

buildings in order to identify where energy waste is possible. In addition to the overall plan to replace 

appliances, electronics and lighting fixtures for electricity consumption and the improvements made on 

building elements to reduce heat escape is performed on a regular basis. 
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Divestment policy 

In order to reliance on coal and oil, METU has a divestment policy to use more environment friendly 
sources, notably gas, and renewable sources such as solar energy. 
 
Middle East Technical University has solar energy applications (photovoltaics) on two buildings. One of 
them is located on the Ayasli Smart Building and has a total power of 75 kW. The other is a total of 5.5 
KW panels on the roof of the Physics department. 
 
For the 50kW part of the total of 75 KW panels in the !ȅŀǎƭƤ building, real-time data can be tracked 
instantly via a website that is accessible within the campus. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ϦtƘƻǘƻǾƻƭǘŀƛŎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ¢Ŝǎǘ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳϦ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ Ϧh5¢«-D«b!aϦΣ о ƪ² ƻŦ рΦр ƪ² ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
directly to the Physics building network while 2.5 kW part is for testing, and the energy produced by them 
is given to the load unit of electronic analysis systems. Analysis results and evaluations are announced to 
the world of science through international articles. 

 

Solar Panel (METU Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering Building) 
 
 
 

OUTREACH: Energy and the community 

Local community outreach 

METU hosts two significant research centers excelled in renewable energy sources, collaborating with 

local, national and global stakeholders in conducting research and developing policies to disseminate 

the use of renewable energy sources. 

1. ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ƻƭŀǊ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ όD«b!aύ is a multi-disciplinary center 

of excellence in the area of solar energy science and technology. It has been supported by the 

Turkish Ministry of Development since 2009. With rich infrastructure and human capital, 

D«b!a ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾe national center in the development of solar 

energy technologies including photovoltaic, concentrating solar thermal, and cross cutting 

technologies such as high performance buildings, smart grids, and smart cities with a mission to 
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be a global player in this field (https://odtugunam.org/). 

2. a9¢¦ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƴŘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ όw«½D9a κ a9¢¦²ƛƴŘύ is established on 28 February 2011, 

funded by The Ministry of Development. 

METUWind is established with the vocation of becoming the center of attraction at the national 

and international level with its innovative and competent designs/accreditation activities as well 

as its scientific and technological research on the wind energy. 

METUWind is part of a number of national and international organizations. At the national level, 

METUWind has a membership of Renewable Energy, Eco-systems and Sustainability Research 

tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ a9¢¦ ό¸9{!tύΣ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ƛƴŘ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό¢²9!κ¢«w9.ύ ŀnd Wind Energy 

Technologies Platform (RETEP). At the international level, METUWind takes part at the 

pioneering wind energy platforms in Europe such as the European Energy Research Alliance ς 

Wind Energy Joint Program (EERA JP Wind) (associate member) and the European Academy of 

Wind Energy (EAWE) (full member) (https://ruzgem.metu.edu.tr/en) 

 

 
METU Continuous Education Center (CEC) also offers a training program on wind energy titled ά²ƛƴŘ 

Energy and Turbine ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎέ (https://sem.metu.edu.tr/egitim/ruzgar-enerjisi-ve-ruzgar-turbini- 

teknolojileri-temel-egitimi.html) 

 

METU Sustainable Energy Group (METU-SEG) The Sustainable Energy Group at Middle East Technical 

University is focused on advancing the State-of-the-Art in Sustainable Thermal Energy Conversion 

Technologies. (http://seg.me.metu.edu.tr/index.html) 
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Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for all. 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal8 
 
 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM, INTEGRITY, INCLUSIVENESS and EQUALITY Policy ensures inclusiveness and 

equality in employment practices (http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies). 

 

Employment practice living wage 

METU pays all staff and faculty the wage defined by the state. All the employees are paid at least the 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀƎŜΣ ŀǎ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩ !Ŏǘ όсртύ ƻŦ мфсрΦ 

(https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/MevzuatMetin/1.5.657.pdf) 

Employment practice unions 

METU recognizes unions and labor rights (freedom of association and collective bargaining) for all, 

including women and international staff. The list of members and their respective unions are also made 

public: http://pdb2.metu.edu.tr/sendika-uye-listesi/ 

 

Employment policy on discrimination 

METU has a policy on ending discrimination in the workplace based on gender. In 2017, Gender Equality 

Support and Sexual Harassment Prevention Unit ό/T¢m.ύ was formed to raise awareness on gender equality, 

support equality in representation, and raise awareness of cases of gender-based violence, especially 

sexual harassment and assault, raise awareness and evaluate applications regarding these cases and 

support applicants. 

The institutional policy in policy of non-discrimination against women (in Turkish) is accessible at: 

https://citob.metu.edu.tr/system/files/odtu_toplumsalcinsiyetesitligi_ilke_ve_stratejiler_belgesi.pdf 

Other bases of discrimination (age, religion etc.) are eliminated by Labour [ŀǿ όпуртύ ŀƴŘ /ƛǾƛƭ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩ 

Act (657). 

Employment practice equivalent rights outsourcing 

METU has a policy on guaranteeing equivalent rights of workers when outsourcing activities to third 

parties: https://pdb.metu.edu.tr/4857-sayili-kanuna-tabi-calisan-personel-icin-maas-islemleri 
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Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization 

and foster innovation. 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal9 
 
 

METU fosters innovation through collaborative projects with the industry and public sector. 

METU Teknokent 

METU Teknokent was established in 2001 to bring together research institutions and industrial 

enterprises to cooperate towards research-and-development and innovative activities, engaging in 

knowledge and technology transfer. METU Teknokent hosts 411 companies 

(https://odtuteknokent.com.tr/tr/firmalar/tum-firmalar.php). 

  

 

METU Technology Transfer Office (TTO) 

CǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ¢«.T¢!Y мрмо ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ hŦŦƛŎŜǎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ a9¢¦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ 

Office (METU-TTO) was founded to focus on university-industry collaboration. METU-TTO assumes a 

central position in delivering the output of R&D activity by METU ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 

The execution of University-Industry Cooperation activities, management of intellectual property rights 

of created by the R&D activity of METU faculty, and their commercialization for both ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǳǎŜ 

and generation of income for further research are the main objectives of the unit. METU TTO focuses on 

three main strategies: 

¶ To carry out activities to improve Technology Readiness Level (TRL) of innovations; for the lowest 

TRL Level innovations (TRL1), collaborations with small- and medium scale enterprises were given 

primary importance. 

¶ To disseminate academic entrepreneurship among METU researchers by supporting them set up 

businesses towards further development and commercialization of innovations found in the METU 

TTO portfolio. 

¶ The relationships with the institutions already collaborated through companies and TTO groups, new 

projects will be made more sustainable though new projects within the scope of internationalization. 

Other Collaborations 

Within the framework of the knowledge and competencies of the university, strengthening existing 

structures and creating new ones, the growth strategy focusing on technology-based entrepreneurship 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ Lƴ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ¸C¸T ό¸Ŝƴƛ CƛƪƛǊƭŜǊ ¸Ŝƴƛ TǒƭŜǊύΣ !ƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ DŀƳŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ό!¢haύΣ ¢«.T¢!Y мрмн LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ¸ƻǳƴƎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ό.TDDύ ¢9Ybh{¢!w¢Σ ¢Ŝƪƴƻa9b¢hwǎ Ǉrogram, Incubation Program and Investor-Entrepreneur meetings, 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation Platform are organized with increasing interest from participants. 

Growth Circuitτan accelerator program and investment company founded by METU Technopolis, aiding 

initial-phase technological investments within the Turkish entrepreneurship ecosystem, towards 

accessing to international markets. Growth Circuit Ventures is aiding technology start-ups with $ 25,000-

250,000 investments, also establishing ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ first co-working space sponsored by Technopolis, Cozone, 
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ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻǇƻƭƛǎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛŎǎ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ό.T[Taύ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ орл members Ƥƴ a 2,300 square meter 

space. LABS OUT is a research based (intellectual property focused) startup accelerator, with the objective to 

help identify, develop, and speed up the commercialization of university-based intellectual property 

through commercialization by licensing the technology to the new startups established by the inventors.) 

ASELSAN ACADEMY 

In order to take advantage of university-industry cooperation with profound R&D implications; METU, 

ASELSAN and three Research Universities (Gazi University, Gebze Technical University and Istanbul 

Technical University) signed a Graduate Education Protocol in 2018. 

The program entails cooperation not only with ASELSAN, but also among participating research 

universities towards contributing to our defense industry in the fields of technology and engineering. 

The number of graduate students participating in the ASELSAN Academy program are increasing with 

the heightened involvement of METU. 
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News 

 

A team of engineers from METU has partnered with the defense industry and started studies on the suitability 

of four-legged robots for difficult terrain conditions 

 

 

 
 

 

https://basinda.metu.edu.tr/images/basin/1775522661_0.jpg 
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METU Teknokent has developed a smart chip that captures cancer cells with blood tests. 
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Defense Industry Summit was held at METU 
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Reduce inequality within and among countries 

 

 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal10 

 
 

Non-discriminatory admissions policy 

In Turkey, the existence of a centralized selection and admission system (https://www.osym.gov.tr/) 

does not allow the universities to specifically target to admit any disadvantaged groups for 

undergraduate education. However, the practices of positive discrimination is ensured by relevant laws 

and regulations: 

Law on Disabilities (No. 5378) Articles 14 and 15 guarantees employment and education for all 

individuals with disabilities: 

https://engelsiz.yok.gov.tr/Documents/Hakkimizda/5378_sayili_engelliler_kanunu.pdf 

 

The universities are required to spare a capacity for the admission of disabled students: 

https://engelsiz.yok.gov.tr/Sayfalar/Haberler/kontenjan-mujdesi.aspx 

 
 

!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǳƴŘŜǊǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

METU as a body measures and track applications and admissions of underrepresented (and potentially 

underrepresented) groups including 

- low-income students, 

- non-traditional students, 

- women, and 

- disabled students. 

Their application, admission, success and completion rates are monitored by Directorate of Student 

Affairs and METU Disability Support Office (https://engelsiz.metu.edu.tr/en/about-dso). 

 

Gender Equality Support and Sexual Harassment Prevention Unit 

/T¢m. ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ 

awareness of cases of gender-based violence, especially sexual harassment and assault, raise awareness 

and evaluate applications regarding these cases and support applicants. 

https://citob.metu.edu.tr/tr 
 

Access to university underrepresented groups recruit 

METU delivers programmes to recruit students, staff, and faculty from underrepresented groups, within 

the liberties identified by the relevant laws and regulations. 
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Student Recruitment 

In Turkey, the existence of a centralized selection and admission system (https://www.osym.gov.tr/) 

does not allow the universities to specifically target to admit any disadvantaged groups for 

undergraduate education. However, the practices of positive discrimination is ensured by relevant laws 

and regulations: 

Law on Disabilities (No. 5378) Article 15 guarantees education for all individuals with disabilities. 

The universities are required to spare a capacity for the admission of disabled students: 

https://engelsiz.yok.gov.tr/Sayfalar/Haberler/kontenjan-mujdesi.aspx 

 

Staff and Faculty Recruitment 

Law on Disabilities (No. 5378) Article 14 employment for all individuals with disabilities. 

 

 

 

METU Disability Support Office 

Middle East Technical University is the first university of Turkey in which accessibility studies towards 

students with disabilities have been initiated. The first attempt in accessibility studies started in 1998 

when the work group of "Accessible METU Project" was established. The main objective of the project 

was to improve the accessibility of buildings in the campus and circulation inside the buildings. The aim of 

the project was to make pedestrian ways between faculty buildings, dormitories, sport arenas and cafes 

suitable for transportation of students with disabilities. In 2004, long before the legal obligation for 

universities to establish a disability coordination service in Turkey, METU Disability Support Coordination 

Unit was established to investigate problems that students with disabilities faced and to develop suitable 

systems for the solution of these problems. The Unit involved in the studies of "Regulations on the 

Solidarity and Coordination of the Individuals with Disabilities in the Institutions of Higher Education" 

which was approved in 2006 and revised in 2010. 

Disability Support Coordination Unit was reconstituted, and METU Disability Support Office was 

established instead on June 28th, 2011in accordance with the Middle East Technical University Senate's 

decision dated and numbered 2011/5-2. METU Disability Support Office was charged with providing equal 

access to resources and services of the university for students who have special needs because of specific 

disabilities, and establishing an environment that supports their development. METU Disability Support 

Office's working procedures and principles determined as reorganizing physical circumstances of the 

campus depending on the special needs of students with disabilities and enhancing academic accessibility 

in accordance with the articles 11 and 12 of "Regulations on the Solidarity and Coordination of the 

 

METU ACADEMIC FREEDOM, INTEGRITY, INCLUSIVENESS and EQUALITY Policy ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ άŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘέ 

(http://sustainablecampus.metu.edu.tr/en/policies). 
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Individuals with Disabilities in the Institutions of Higher Education". 

https://engelsiz.metu.edu.tr/en/about-dso 

 

 

Accessible facilities 

METU Campus is equipped with lift chairs and ramps for those with disability. To eliminate any possibility 

ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅǎ άIǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊƛŜǊǎέ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴȅ 

obstructions on Campus. 

 

Disability access scheme 

METU offers access schemes for people with disabilities such as mentoring or other targeted support 

Mentoring: https://engelsiz.metu.edu.tr/en/ 

Other targeted support: 

https://basinda.metu.edu.tr/icerik/odtuden/84/odtuye-yokten-engelsiz- universite-odulu-

university-accessibility-award-to-metu-by-yok 
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Disability accommodation policy 

Have reasonable accommodation policy or strategy for people with disabilities invloving physical, 

emotional, mental, academic or employment related issues. 

For emotional and mental accommodations members can seek help in https://srm.metu.edu.tr/ 
 

For academic accommodations METU Disability Support Office offers notetaker support and course 

partnerships (https://engelsiz.metu.edu.tr/en/) 
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Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for all 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11 
 

 

Support of arts and heritage 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ a9¢¦ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфслǎ ŀǎ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ŀƳǇǳǎΦ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

outside Ankara, the Campus hosts a group of finest examples of modern architecture, designed by Behruz and 
!ƭǘǳƐ 4ƛƴƛŎƛΦ όa9¢¦ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ŀǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ !ǊƪƛǘŜƪǘΣ мфср όоύ онлΥ 
http://dergi.mo.org.tr/dergiler/2/146/1746.pdf). METU provides public access to buildings, monuments, and 
natural heritage. 

 
 

METU also hosts a large number of sculptures and monuments. 

 

a9¢¦ ά¢ǊŜŜ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ¢ŀƳŜǊ .ŀǒƻƐƭǳ ŀƴŘ 9ǊǎŜƴ DǸǊǎŜƭ όмфссύ 

 

ά{ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘέ .ǳǊƘŀƴ !ƭƪŀǊ όмфусύ 
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The Campus is open to public for educational and research activities. METU Library is open to public, for 

on-site use of books and other collections. (http://lib.metu.edu.tr/ ) 

 

METU Campus hosts three museums METU Archeology Museum, Science and Technology Museum, and 

Geology Museum. 

METU Archeology Museum 

METU is located outside Ankara, and the Campus was built in the early 1960s at ̧ ŀƭƤƴŎŀƪ and YƻœǳƳōŜƭƛ villages, 

both of which are significant archeological settlements. 

Founded in 1969, the METU Archeology Museum exhibits archaeological artifacts unearthed in the 

YƻœǳƳōŜƭƛ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ όƘǘǘǇǎΥκκƳǳȊŜΦƳŜǘǳΦŜŘǳΦǘǊκƎŀƭŜǊƛκƪƻŎǳƳōŜƭƛύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ōŀŎƪ рΣллл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

the METU campus site, as well as the artifacts found in YaƭƤƴŎŀƪ ǎƛǘŜ 

(https://muze.metu.edu.tr/galeri/yalincak) and the Phrygian necropolis tumuli 

(https://muze.metu.edu.tr/frig-tumulusleri) in Ankara city center. 

 

Science and Technology Museum 

As Part of METU Center for Society and Science (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/) METU Science and Technology 

Museum consists of Open Air Museum (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/ahs/), Classical Automobile Museum 

(https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/kos/), The History of Science and Technology Museum 

(https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/btts/ ), Science Center (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/bm/), Planetarium 

(https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/gokevi/) all of which are open to public. 

 

METU Center for Society and Science also hosts numerous ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ activities throughout the year. The 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

 

Classical Automobile Museum (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/kos/) 
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Open Air Museum (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/ahs/) 

 

The History of Science and Technology Museum (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/btts/) 
 

Science Center (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/bm/) 
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Planetarium (https://tbm.metu.edu.tr/gokevi/) 
 

METU Geology Museum 

Middle East Technical University Geology Museum was established in 1995 and exhibits rocks, minerals, 

fossils, precious stones and historical mining artifacts in the 150 m2 corridor located on the ground floor 

of the Geological Engineering Department. It has been home to thousands of mineral, rock and fossil 

specimens collected by the members and graduates of the department or donated by collectors since the 

foundation year of the department in 1963 (http://geoe.metu.edu.tr/en/geology-museum). 

 

Public access to green spaces 

a9¢¦Ωǎ [ŀƪŜ 9ȅƳƛǊ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
 (https://ihm.metu.edu.tr/tr/galeri/eymir-golu-resimleri) 
 

 

Arts and heritage contribution 

Contribute to local arts, in terms of number of annual public performances of university choirs, theatre 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀǎ ŜǘŎΧ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀŘ-hoc or as part of an ongoing programme. 

METU hosts a large number of events open to general public both on a programmed and ad hoc basis. 
 

METU Culture and Convention Center is the primary area where such activities take place. The schedule 

for the year 2021 can be accessed at https://kkm.metu.edu.tr/calendar-node-field-etkinlik-tarihi/year. 
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In addition, METU hosts a large number of public events including: 

¶ METU Music {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ annual Rock Festival (https://www.instagram.com/odtumt/?hl=en) 

¶ METU Theatre Festival (http://odtuoyunculari.metu.edu.tr/) 

¶ METU Art Festival (https://odtusanat.metu.edu.tr/) 

 

 

Record and preserve cultural heritage 

METU delivers projects to record and preserve intangible cultural heritage (such as local folklore, 

traditions, language, and knowledge). 

Center for Research and Assessment of Historical Environment (TACDAM) 

In 1966, scholars from various universities and scientific institutions of Turkey joined together under the 

leadership of the former president of Middle East Technical University, Kemal YǳǊŘŀǒΣ to establish a research 

institute which would undertake the Keban Project. It was the co-operative effort towards salvaging the 

historical monuments and sites of a region that had to be flooded through the construction of the Keban 

Dam in the 1970s. After 1975, the project extended its study area to include the Lower Euphrates Region. 

While the archaeological sites within METU campus were being excavated, METU Archaeological Musem 

was established with the aim of disseminating to the public the information revealed by these 

excavations. 

This institute, re-structured in 1995 as a Centre of Research and Assessment of Historical Environment 

ό¢!45!aύ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀƎŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ 

documentation of historical environment by means of the most advanced methods and techniques for 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊƛǎƪΦ bƻǿΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΣ ¢!45!a 

stands as one of the leading research units concerning historical environmental matters with an 

interdisciplinary vision. Directed on research matters by a managing committee formed of 

representatives from several academic units at Middle East Technical University -archaeometry, 

geology, restoration of historic monuments, city and regional planning- ¢!45!a ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ 

interdisciplinary research center to survey and excavate archaeological sites in threatened areas of 

Turkey, and to publish their results. 

SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS 

METU Strategic Plan 2018-22 Goals 17.1 and 17.2 lays the groundwork for the preparation of a more 

sustainable transportation scheme. 

- The bicycle path and pedestrian walkway construction has been underway and scheduled to be 

completed by the end of 2020. Bicycle racks are also installed in key locations. 

- The renewal of ring services is planned, existing bus fleet are being replaced with older models. 

- Charger station for EV cars has been installed. 

In order to limit in-campus traffic and use of private vehicles, the university opened new satellite parking 

lots at the edge of the campus perimeters, where members can leave their cars and commute with shuttle 

to other parts of the campus. Once members got used to using these parking lots, other parking lots at 

the core of the campus will be gradually decreased. 
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A2 Gate, Satellite Parking Lot, Middle East Technical University, Ankara (39.906846, 32.767037) 

 
 
 

  
Bus Stop with Schedule Bus Depot 

 

 

 
 

Middle East Technical University, Turkey/ 
https://ring.metu.edu.tr 

Bus Routes and Schedule Real Time Location of Busses 

 
 

The Directorate of Vehicle Management offers free shuttle services for the METU Community 
(http://tim.metu.edu.tr ), 31 buses complete a total of 8620 trips throughout the year. 

 

h5¢« ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ iOS and android, and web pages offer information about 
bus routes, real time location and trips. 
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Web page for bus routes and trips: 
Main campus: https://ring.metu.edu.tr 
APP: https://itunes.apple.com/tr/app/orta-ŘƻƐǳ-teknik-ǸƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŜǎƛκƛŘмнлсуртпнлΚƭҐǘǊϧƳǘҐу 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=tr.edu.metu.mobile 

 

The use of Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEV) is also encouraged on campus. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
bike parking racks near cafeteria (above and below) METU Electric Charge Station 

 

 

 
 
Electric Scooters 

 
 

 
With the 2018-22 Strategic Plan, METU prioritized the increased use of bicycles and Zero Emisson 
Shuttles in its campuses. 
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METU Campuses are cyclist and pedestrian friendly. Along with central Alle, there are many roads closed 
to vehicle traffic in order to provide a safe environment for cyclists and pedestrians. Ankara Campus is 
accessible through public transport, and many students and staff members reach to campus using the 
subway. Many administrative and academic buildings are at a walking distance (10-15 minutes) from the 
subway station and paid electric scooters or bicycles are available. Also, there is a cycling path parallel to 
the main road. 

 

 
Affordable on-campus housing 

METU offers affordable housing for employees on METU Campus. The information of METU Lodgings 

can be accessed at https://stm.metu.edu.tr/tr/lojman-tipleri-ve-krokileri 

 

 

a9¢¦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ IƻǳǎŜǎ ό.ŜƘǊǳȊ !ƭǘǳƐ 4ƛƴƛŎƛύ 

 

 

METU offers a wide range of housing alternatives (including dorms and guesthouses) for students 

(http://yurtlar.metu.edu.tr/en). With 19 dormitories, METU has a capacity to host a total of 7,286 

students. 
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METU 19th Dorm 

 

Pedestrian priority on campus 

METU prioritizes pedestrian commuting on its campus by putting speed limit to vehicles, offering 
pedestrian crossings and walkways throughout the campus. METU Strategic Plan 2018-22 lays the 
groundwork for the application of pedestrian priority on campus, by improving pedestrian walkways. 
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sidewalk separated from roads by trees lifts for wheelchair users 

  
Ƴŀƛƴ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǊƻŀŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά![[9έ pedestrian road and square near stadium 

https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu
https://the.akdn/en/how-we-work/our-agencies/aga-khan-trust-culture/akaa/re-forestation-programme-metu


46 
 

1 
htt
ps:/
/th

ά 

 

  

platform lifts for disabled 
!ƭǘǳƐ-.ŜƘǊǳȊ 4ƛƴƛŎƛ tƭŀƴ όмфсмύ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǳō- 
regions according to main function groups 

  

elevated pedestrian crosswalks 
warning sign for pedestrian area at the campus 

entrance 

 
 
 

Local authority collaboration regarding planning and development 

There are a number of research projects carried out in collaboration with local, regional, national and 

international authorities: 

hƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜп/ƛǘƛŜǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ άbŀǘǳǊŜ .ŀǎŜŘ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ wŜ-Naturing Cities: Knowledge 

5ƛŦŦǳǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ bŜǿ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ aƻŘŜƭǎέ 

(https://www.nature4cities.eu/). Ankara as one of the pilot cities, the project brings together METU and 

ƭƻŎŀƭ 4ŀƴƪŀȅŀ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ (https://www.nature4cities.eu/post/ankara-œŀƴƪŀȅŀ-the-capital-of-turkey-is-

seeking-for-nature-based-solutions). 
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7th Urban Studies Congress in METU 
 
The 7th Urban Research Congress "Sustainable, Livable, Accessible Housing and Living Environments" was held on 
May 16-17-18, 2022 at the Architecture Amphitheater of our university in partnership with Middle East Technical 
University and Urban Research Institute. Within the scope of the congress, papers other than invited speeches 
and panels were held online. 
 

 
 

https://crp.metu.edu.tr/tr/duyuru/7-kent-arastirmalari-kongresi 
https://basinda.metu.edu.tr/images/basin/1723371794_0.jpg 
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Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

 

 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12 

 
 

Policy waste disposal 

Toxic waste treatment 

The toxic waste in METU is handled in accordance with the Waste Directive of the Environment Ministry 
of Environment and Urban Planning (https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2015/04/20150402-2.htm) 

 

In METU, the presence of a large number of research labs help produce a large sum of toxic waste. The 
toxic waste regulation was introduced in 2018. Pictures show Temporary Waste Storage areas where the 
waste received from the labs are stored, they are picked up from the authorized companies such as 
(https://www.ekovar.com.tr/hizmetlerimiz/index.html). The Rectorate does not dictate which 
companies to work with as the units can find more suitable waste management companies, specific to 
their type of waste. However, when the unit faces a high cost to get rid of toxic waste, it can seek 
support from the ά[ŀōƻǊŀǘǳǾŀǊȅ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέΦ 

 

 
 

Landfill policy 

The waste disposal in METU is handled in accordance with the Waste Directive of the Environment 
Ministry of Environment and Urban Planning 
(https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2015/04/20150402-2.htm). 
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Minimization of plastic use 

In 2019, METU Zero Waste Unit was formed in order to prevent waste, to use resources more efficiently, 

to prevent or minimize waste generation by reviewing the causes of waste generation, and to collect and 

recycle waste separately at its source in case of occurrence. 

To carry out zero waste practices that will raise awareness with the aim of managing resources in a 

sustainable and efficient manner, after determining the current situation in the Middle East Technical 

University and providing the necessary equipment within the scope of the zero waste project. 

Ensuring the transportation of the wastes that are collected separately at the source and collected 

separately without mixing with each other in coordination with the Internal Services Directorate and the 

relevant unit of the Municipality. 

Starting from the prevention of waste generation, to ensure the establishment and continuity of the zero 

waste management system, which includes the processes of reducing waste, collecting separately at its 

source, temporary storage, separate collection, transportation and processing. 

To register to the Zero Waste Information System and to ensure the traceability of the waste managed in 

this context. 

Relevant legislation can be accessed at https://sifiratik.gov.tr/ and Zero Waste Directive which is binding 

for all public institutions 

https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/mevzuat?MevzuatNo=32659&MevzuatTur=7&MevzuatTertip=5 

 

 

Minimization of other disposable items 

Zero Waste Directive dictates the minimization of disposable items, made from plastic and paper. 
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Applications 

In order to eliminate paper use, EBYS (E-Document Management Platform), Scientific Research Projects, 

Academic Performance and Publicaton Promotion and Scienitific Promotion processes are carried out 

using digital platforms. 

https://ebys.metu.edu.tr, https://bapsis.metu.edu.tr, https://apsis.metu.edu.tr/ 

In order to avoid the use of single-use plastic bottles, METU offers free drinking water in all the 
fountains across campuses. Also the cafeterias does not offer plastic kitchenware to eliminate waste. 

https://kafeterya.metu.edu.tr/odtu-kafeterya 

ODTUDEN store offers products to replace single use items, the income form the slaes are transferred to 
university scholarship funds https://odtuden.com.tr 

As initiated by the METU Green Campus student association, the BPA-free and reusable bottles are sold 
as part of the Zero Waste initative. 

METU INORGANIC WASTE AND RECYCLING POLICY 

Middle East Technical University (METU) considers solid waste and recyclable products as a resource 

that will contribute to the quality of life, inclusive and sustainable economy, and integrity of nature in 

a way that supports sustainable development. While preparing action plans on solid waste and 

recycling, these three basic elements (quality of life, inclusive and sustainable economy, integrity of 

nature) reflecting the interdependent and interacting parts of sustainable development are taken into 

account, and none is more prominent than the other. METU solid waste and recycling policies are 

designed to guide all official institutions, organizations, businesses and individuals with which it 

cooperates. The relevant stakeholders are expected to use solid waste management system based on 

recycling waste, reusing, or not generating waste. 

 

METU is committed to reuse solid waste as a resource and takes steps to encourage sustainable use of 

natural resources in its decision-making processes. It establishes systems that can make useful products 

from materials considered as waste but have natural value by reviewing them economically, 

environmentally, and socially. In this way, it offers some facilities to create new job opportunities, use 

sustainable energy, protect human health, and enhance environmental quality. METU has full 

responsibility to decrease the consumption of disposable materials from paper, plastic, and aluminium. 

 

Our staff will carry out all internal and external correspondences using the "Electronic Document 

Management System". Educational materials in each course will be shared utilizing ODTUCLASS, the 

learning management system of METU. Necessary arrangements will be made for students to get 

minimum number of printouts. Disposable and non-environmentally friendly service materials made 

of plastic, aluminum or foam cannot be used in canteens, cafeterias, restaurants, and buffets located 

in the campus. These products cannot be sold in the markets in the campus. In all kinds of 

academic/social meetings and events to be held on the university campus, reusable service products 

will be preferred instead of disposable products. All suppliers will be expected to sell products in 

reusable or recyclable packages on the university campus. 
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Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13 
 

 

Local education programmes on climate 

a9¢¦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ όa9¢¦ /9/ύ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜΣ 

Adaptation Policies and ¢ǳǊƪŜȅέ for non-students. The purpose of the program is to train the staff of public 

institutions and organizations, the private sector, universities, research institutions, non- governmental 

organizations on issues of climate change, adaptation to the effects of climate change through strategy 

alignment, planning policies integrated with social and economic dimensions. This training program is a 

modular program prepared by METU Earth System Sciences Department. 

https://sem.metu.edu.tr/egitim/iklim-degisikligi-sertifika-programi.html 

 
 

Co-operative planning for climate change disasters 

METU cooperates with the government in planning for climate change disasters through Disaster 

Management Implementation and Research Center. The activities of the research center is listed at 

http://dmc.metu.edu.tr/en/. 

 

In addition, there are several ongoing research collaborations funded by the government on planning for 

climate change and sustainable cities. 

¶ Third Country Training Programme on Disaster Risk Management and Building Disaster 

Resilient Communities (TICA-JICA Cooperation Program Supported Project, 2019 ς 2019) 

 

¶ Scenarios of Marine Biodiversity and Evolution under Exploitation and Climate Change 

ό¢«.T¢!Y LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aǳƭǘƛ-Cooperation Project, 2019 ς 2022) 

 

¶ Assessment of Climate Change Impacts on Streamflow and Hydropower in Antalya, Turkey 

ό¢«.T¢!Y LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ Wƻƛƴǘ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ нлмф ς 2021) 

 

¶ Updating Guidelines for Provincial Risk Reduction Plan Preparation by Pilot Implementation 

Project 

 

¶ Arsinoe: Climate Resilient-Regions Through Systemic Solutions and Innovations (Horizon 2020 

Project, 2021-2025) 

 

¶ Climate change effects on trophic structure and dynamics in saline and brackish water based 

on a space-for-time field sampling, controlled mesocosm experiments, paleoecology, remote 

sensing and modelling CLIM-{![¢[!Y9{ ό¢«.T¢!Y tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ нлнл-2023) 
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¶ PONDERFUL-POND Ecosystems for Resilient Future Landscapes in a changing climate (Horizon 

2020 Project, 2020-2024) 

 

¶ TƪƭƛƳ 5ŜƐƛǒƛƪƭƛƐƛƴƛƴ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΩŘŜ !ǒƤǊƤ ¸ŀƐƤǒƭŀǊŀ 9ǘƪƛǎƛƴƛƴ 9ƴ DǸƴŎŜƭ TƪƭƛƳ aƻŘŜƭƭŜǊƛ ό/aLtсύ TƭŜ 

¸ǸƪǎŜƪ 4ǀȊǸƴǸǊƭǸƪǘŜ 5ŜƐŜǊƭŜƴŘƛǊƛƭƳŜǎƛ ό¢«.T¢!Y tǊƻƧŜǎƛΣ нлнн-2025) 

 

¶ Genomic Biodiversity Knowledge for Resilient Ecosystems (¢«.T¢!Y - AB COST Projesi , 2019 - 

2023) 

 

¶ {«w5«w«[9.T[Tw Y9b¢[9w T4Tb T[9wT ¢9Ybh[hWT[9w t[!¢Chwa¦ ό{«T¢ύ ό¢«.T¢!Y tǊƻƧŜǎƛΣ 

2022 - 2025) 

 

¶ {ǸǊŘǸǊǸƭŜōƛƭƛǊ ǾŜ 5ǸǒǸƪ aŀƭƛȅŜǘƭƛ aŀƭȊŜƳŜƭŜǊ TœŜǊŜƴ TƪƭƛƳŜ 5ŀȅŀƴƤƪƭƤ о5 ¸ŀȊŘƤǊƤƭŀōƛƭƛǊ .ƛƴŀ 

.ƛƭŜǒŜƴƭŜǊƛ όо5-t/ύΥ Iŀǎǎŀǎ bǸŦǳǎƭŀǊ Tœƛƴ 5ǸǒǸƪ aŀƭƛȅŜǘƭƛ ǾŜ ¸ǸƪǎŜƪ IƤȊƭƤ Yƻƴǳǘ {ŀƐƭŀƴƳŀǎƤ 

(¢«.T¢!Y ¦ƭǳǎƭŀǊŀǊŀǎƤ Tƪƛƭƛ TǒōƛǊƭƛƐƛ tǊƻƧŜǎƛΣ нлнм - 2023) 

 

 

Collaborations with the government 
METU informs and supports local or regional government in local climate change disaster or risk early 
warning and monitoring through the work of its related research centers 

¶ Disaster Management Implementation and Research Center (http://dmc.metu.edu.tr/en/.) 

¶ DEKOSIM (http://dekosim.ims.metu.edu.tr/) 
 
 
 
 

Environmental education collaborations with NGOs 
METU collaborates with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) on climate adaptation. An example is 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άbŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅέ 9ǊŀǎƳǳǎҌ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōȅ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ 

METU Ecosystem Implementation and Research Center (EKOSAM), Butterfly Conservation (UK), Anima 

Mundi (IT), Technological Education Institute of Thessaly (GR). The project aims to train and equip 

youngsters on sustainability and preservation of nature. https://odtudedoga.org 
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FIRST IN ANKARA: GREEN-THEMED "GREENY GAME JAM" EVENT TOOK PLACE 
 
Ankara Innovative Incorporated Company, a subsidiary of Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, and the Department 
of Information Technologies hosted the capital's first green game competition together with METU GATES, Gazi 
DOTT and METU Design Community. "Greeny Game Jam" event was held free of charge at North Star TechBridge 
on October 21-23. 
 
 

 
 
https://www.ankara.bel.tr/haberler/ankara-da-ilk-yesil-temali-greeny-game-jam-etkinligi-gerceklesti-15974 
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METU faculty member made a presentation titled "Local Climate Action Together: Design and Practical 

Suggestions" at the climate crisis workshop 
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